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Introduction

assassins (State, 1845). Even benevolent landlords were not imnn tb violence;
Charles Bianconi (1786-1875) was widely known for his charity and, fqr exaniple,
gave five shillings to the parents of each newborn child in his locality] Even so,
Biancoui cscaped an ambush only through the choice of an alternate, longer route
to his home by his traveling companion (Bianconi and Watson, 1?62). The
newspapers of its day contained accounts of land agents altacked, and conspiracies
to murder them, as well as tiots such as that at Ballinhassig fair in Jul 1845, over
the arrest of Thomas (Ranter) Sullivan. In time, there would come (he nonviolent
cxpression of popular, widespread disafTection named for a recipi
Charles Boycott, of Mayo.
In many respects, Ireland related to the larger island across the Ifish Sea as a
Third World country relates today to industrialized stales. That is, the substructure
of social and physical elements that we take for granied--good housingand medical
services, for example--were concentrated in centers of population \When they
existed at all. Unfortunately, most of the population lived in villages and in remote
places. As a result, the context within which smany children were born and
developed was less than ideal. Until 1838, there was no Poor Law forIreland, and
the system that appeared four years after the reforms in the English Poor Law
expressed the reactionary themes of 1834, Even advocates took pains to deny any
right or entitlement to public assistance on the part of those they sough} to help; this

outlook in the harsh years before famine broke out in 1845 exacerbated later
problems of administration,

FAMINE
The data points for this study are twenty years apart. In 1845, there began an
initially modest and scattered failure of the potato crop; it would become a national
tragedy, changing the nature of Irish life and sending emigrants as|far as the
Antipodes. It was not the first infestation of the potato, which failed|in Germany
in 1830 and, closer to Ireland, in Scotland in 1833, 1836, and 1837 {Withers,
1988). In Holland in 1845, as in America in 1844, the effecls were less
pronounced because of a more diversified diet. In Scotland, a greater degree of

responsiveness from the establishment and from public subscriptions plos reliance
on oatmeal, alleviated the condition of the poor.

The famine began sporadically in 1845. In some places, for exam e in Ulster,
the extent of the infestation was partial (Kinealy and Parkhill, 1996}. The Anmagh
workhouse unions, according to Joseph Grant (1977), did not encountdr {;liﬂ'nculties
due to a shortage of food or money until the winter of the following year, 1846.
Even then, as in other places, the absence of potatoes from the mar
due, to a degree, to farmers holding back stocks in anticipation of a
the price. In addition, the province, unlike the southern and westem gounties, had
not abandoned cultivation of oats, so that in a time of dietary stress thefe was a fall-

back position for families. However, when disease struck the pota
crop was lost entirely.

t, Captain

plants, the
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.In 1845, people thought the problem, while acute, was temporary and expected
it would be balanced in the next year by a nonmal harvest: The summer of 1846,
however, brought massive infection of the potato crop, and counties heavily
dependent on the pofato were left with no crop at the end of the inevitable penod
of hunger before a new crop could be lifted in the summer of 1846. The lollowing
year brought a little biplogical relief, but the crop was small, and frequently seed
potatoes had been eaten.. The next year, 1848, saw a large failure of the potato that
was complicated by the outbreak of cholera that peaked in 1849.

In Ireland, the potato had been an casy crop lo raise and conflidence in its
excellent nutritive powers had led to excessive dependence; the tuber could be
prepared easily for the table, and the scraps would feed pigs and chickens. Joel
Mokyr and Cormac O Grada (1984) placed the monetary value of the potato at one-
fourth of Ireland’s agricultural product, adding that it accounted for one-third of the
ploughed acreage. Bourke (Hill & O Grada, 1973) estimated the national potato
yield at about fifteen million tons just before the famine began in 1845. For the
pre-famine years Bourke estimated that about one-half (47 percent) fed people,
while an additional one- third (33 percent) fed animals. Thirteen percent was set
aside as seed for the next spring, and two percent were available for export. The
typical statute acre, a little smaller than the lIrish acre, yielded about six tons of
potatoes. By the time of the famine, the southwest half of ireland had
deemphasized cereals-mostly oals-in favor of the potato, but oats remained firmly
in the diet in Ulster and parts of Leinster.

From the point of view of the quality of life, thoughtful people had been pointing
out the potential dangers of a monodiet, especially the potato, with its history of
failure from time to time in many localities. The state of Irish agriculture and the
pattern of land tenure miltated against reform. In most places, the agriculturist was
a subtenant who bid for the right to grow a ctop of potatoes and faced disincentives
for improving his practices. Under the rundale system, his land would consist of
several pieces of ground rather than one contiguous pilot. Only in Ulster did local
custom guarantee the food producer anything resembling rights as a tenant. For
most people, raising a crop of potatoes to feed the family, with scraps for a pig, was

enough of a challenge. That fragile system, in which the landiord seized the crop
as well as the cabin on nonpayment of rent, would be swept away by the
destruction of the potato crop beginning in 18435,

Two travelers who saw the onset of the potato blight were the Cork reformer
Father Theobald Mathew and Mr. James Brown of Tyrone county. Father Mathew
rade to Dublin passing fields that in July 1845 promised a fine potato harvest. On
his return, one week later, he beheld fields in which the green tops of the potato
plants were rotten. A few days later, Mr. Brown returned, after three days in
Bundoran, to Donaghmore and passed fields of rotten, blackened vegetation
(Jordan, 1997c). The cutbreaks were not universal but would become so in the
following summer. It should be pointed out that localized failures of the potato
crop were common, so that the total disaster of 1846 was not expected. Had the
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praclice of planting turnips as a substitute been more universally undertaken, as
reported by Alexander Somerville from Carlow (Somerville, 1852), the ass of the
potato crop might have been teduced. However, most of the people totally
dependent on the potalo were not likely to adopt innovative husbandhy in their
competition for land on which (o raise a crop of potatoes. Somerville 4lso noted
that one variety of potato, the English Red rather than the common Lu iper, was
a little more resistant to the potato blight and was grown in Carlow.
Wlen it became apparent in 1845 that blight (phyio

destroying the potato crop, Priine Minister Sir Robert Peel sent the chemist Lvon
Playfair and the botanist John Lindiey to investizate. Their reports addres the
Home Secretary, Sir James Graham, described their travels and then stateft that “we
can come to no other conclusion than that one half of the agtual potalq crop of
Ireland is either destroyed or remains in a state unfit for the food of HTL"

The prime minister, Robert Peel, to be succeeded in 1846 because o r'epcal of
the Corn Laws by the far less responsive Lord John Russell, moved quickly. In
Novernber 18435, Pecl proposed a commission to expand public aid in Irelapd. The
commission quickly imported North 'American corn (maize), a gefeal the
population thought fit for feeding chickens and which they accepted reluctantly and
temporarily. In fact, their post-Famine diet, as surveyed by Dr. Edwhrd Smith
(Sixth Report, 1864), remained heavily dependent on the potato. In addition to
sclling or giving away food, the government in Westminster also instituled public
works, In that enterprise it was joined by the few large landowners with h sense of
responsibility, such as the Earls of Kingston and Shannon in Cork (Fost r!, 1988).

In 1846, the polato blight, a fungus that spread explosively, appeared again in
July, but on a less scattered basis and with devastating results. When nature's
malevolence was combined with the less unorthodox version of la ssec=faire
espoused by Lord John Russell and at the Treasury by Charles Trevelyan| the Irjsh
population from infancy to old age encountered disaster. Chj
simply ran out of food; their resistance to infection fell, and typhus and|relapsing
fever frequently killed before starvation. Across the famine years deaths from
fevers and dysentery amounted to 3.2 million, and death was attrihute literal

starvation in the case of twenty thousand persons (Mac | Kenneth
onne 1dentified children under five in 1840, especially thosd in wrhap

areas, as the age group with the highest mortality; Mupster was the province with

hughest mortality rate under r age five. While the age structure
the Famine is not apparent, it seems likely that children
disproportionate numbers.

The geographic pattern of mortality varied year by year. For 1847, S. H.
.Cousens's (1960) research indicated the highest overall rate of excess mo lity was
in the southeast and west; the decline in infant baptisms was greatgst in the
sn_mthwest and in Mayo and Roscommon. In 1848 and 1849 excess mo ality was
highest in the west, in Galway and Connemara. By 1850, the rate of excdss deaths
had declined and was greatest in Clare, to the south of Galway.
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The 1850s brought relief from the immediate efTects of famine on the survivors,
In the broader perspective Ireland was a shaken society, A visitor in 1849 observed
that the countryside appeared to have been visited by a deslmyinﬁ angel. A few
years later, in 1856, Friederich Engels wrote to Karl Marx conveying ' his
_impressions. He repotted thal whole villages were devaslated, and that “The land

is an utter desert.” He found the land owners, “haven't a penny and live indread
[ g

of the Encumbered Estates Court™ (Elljs, 1 T
experienced by children and adulls was added the eftects of the famine, especially

In Mokyr’s opinion, based on exlensive research, Ireland’s poverty was due o
several factors that in tum led to the poor developing an excessive dependence on
the unreliable potato as the major, and sometimes sole, source of nutrition. Mokyr
observed that prices had risen during the French wars and then fell dramatically.
Also, Ireland failed to mechanize ils industries, an example being changes in Cork
(Bielenberg, 1991). Ulsler was an exception, however; its linen and metal
fabricating operations became quite efficient. As Ireland’s domestic economic
integration under the Union Jack developed, her products faced compelition, An
example would be the modernization of spinning technology in Lancashire and its
reduction of prices. Ireland’s domestic economy lacked an efficient distribution
network of wholesalers and retailers outside the few centers of population. For
potato-dependent families with toney, there was not always a retailer of other
foods, such as catmeal, lo supply allenative nutrients for parents and children.
Rural families used money for rent and employed barier for many transactions.

At the best of times a portion of the population was in desperate poverty and on
the edge of starvation even when the potato crop was good. When the polato
harvest failed in all parts of Ireland in 1846, the perennially desperale were joined
in beggary by previously marginal but surviving families. Ill-nourished by the
annual cycle of months just before the potato harvest was usually lifted, the
perennially hungry were illprepared to resist disease or to earn their daily bread-
literally-at public works projects such as buildirg walls, roads, and bridges. J.
Dennis Willigan (1977) calculated that even had export of food ceased, non-potato
nutrients were sufficient for only one million people.

Within the population were the age segments whose nutrition was vital at their
stage of life. Willigan’s (1977) analysis revealed that, in 1841, 48.10 percent of the
population were agel9 or less; 25.1 percent were nine years or less. By 1851, this
age segment had fallen slightly to 47.8 percent, and the group agedi0 to 19 had
risen to 25.8 percent of the age pyramid. Put another way, about one balf of the
population was at a nutritionally sensitive stage of the life cycle, with one in four
Irish people being in the teen years when nutrition is critical. It has generally been
observed that diet in post-Famine Ireland deteriorated as t=a, bread, and sugar
replaced milk, potatoes, and oatmeal {Ward, 1993).

introduction

EMIGRATION
One effect of the Famine was to accelerate the rate of emiprati
ca'rlier years (Miller, 1985a, 1985). Histarically, young ugn%::;::lo ln:fz::cl::l: f’;
migrated scasonally to England. Before 1820 and subsequently, seasanal mi ats
had stayed and then gravitated (o centers of population su::h a Manc}imln
London (O"Neill, 1869; Jordan, 1998d) Bradford, and Glasgow. In the 18405, the
diffusion of population included North America (Schrier, 1970; Millo 1989), and
convicls were sent to Australia (Backhouse, 1843; Jordan, 1585:1 r !691 19’9'13'::-
Fitzpatrick, 1994). 1t should be noted that these involuntary emjg’ anis i;’lcludcti.-
boys (Jordfm, 1985a); delinquent gitls under 18 were legally [{ncligible for
“transportation beyond the seas,” but adolescent workhouse and orphan girls we
sponsored by philanthropy for crigration to New South Wales ' *
To the stress of hunger, disease, and eviction for ke o
stress of leaving the familiar for the ‘unknown. In many cases, !Fmigration to

England, Scotland, Canada, and the United States was a great strajp. In the case
of travel to th_c New World, as opposed 1o a brief ride across the Irish Sex follov:red
by a w:'aIk l.o Join family in Manchester or Glasgow (Jordan, 19943) fiirther travel
began in Liverpool, the port for emigration. There, people who mig'hl never have
seen even the Irsh Sea began the dangerous North Atlantic crossing o headed for
the remote Antipodes. Apart from the natural stress of the elemens, there was
stress due to traveling in close quarters, plus the resultant spreag : f diseas

Edward Laxton (1997} rave the exam le of the shin, Virpinius .

Liverpool with 476 pass’-?: ngers. Of that number 155 died at sea, ang|' 106 reached

(?:rossc Isle with fever. octor recorded that of the rest. “no i '

eight were really healthy.™
. For many coffin ship passengers, the Canadian station at Grosse [isle north of [~
Quebec City became both their terminus and their burial plot. Tudn)} there are
francophones in Quebec with Insh names who are descendants10¥' children

orphaned on the voyage who were placed with local familic% For them,

h language
f— . their foster
l;)) 's. One 'emlgrant to Canada was young Herbert Samuel Hojt (iﬁ98-194l)

orn in King's county (Offaly) who became a successful captain|o industr}:

(Regehr, 1992).

the summer of 1845. The trends were several, and two in particular are relevant
here'. O'ne was the trend to what nutntionssis call a monodiet, based oﬂ decreasin

cultivation of cereals and increasing reliance on potatoes. The other was thﬁ
growthlof the population of Ireland and the comparatively low lage of the
population. In this book I address through social indicators and ulltr data the

clfa.re Dflhe yﬂlmg It p i
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overcrowding. Secondary to that came problems of sanitation and health.
Whitelaw’s study may be found in Walt (1974). Across the decades, the condilion
of Dublin’s poor was a rccurring theme. Shortly before the Famince, in 1845,
Thotmas Willis completed a study of the area narth ol the Liftey.

For children, according to Dr. Wilde in 1843, the healthiest months were May
1o July; November to March, excepting February, were the deadly months. The
weather in February being typical of Ireland’s cloudy, cold, and wet climate
suggests that Dr. Wilde’s dispensation for February was, perhaps, overly generous.

1t scems likely that the many children not in school would have been a floating
population, some of whom worked while others played in the sireets or begged.
Jobs were not plentiful because Dublin was a port city and capital and not a
manufacturing center. That characteristic at mid-century was in the process of
evolving in Belfast. There, the young could find work, if of the right persuasion,
in metal fabrication and spinning mills.

Cork
Prior to the period of central interest in this work, Cork had grown into a

substantial point of export to England and across the Atlantic. Engineering,
shipbuilding, lextile, and brewing had grown, and the region around Cork,
according to Biclenburg (1991), provided the agricultural base for exports. The
textile jobs vanished, and Ulster achieved hegemony in linen fabrication. Brewing
shrank in the face of the Guinness expansion in Dublin, but praduction and export
of butter expanded. The general economy of Cork and job opportunities for the
young failed to match the technological change of the rest of the British union
across the nineteenth century.

In 1841, Cork city had a population of 80,270 persons. A decade later it stood
at 85,732. That apparent growth is misleading, however . _The county po ulation
went from 723,398 down to 563,576, a decline of 27.13 percent across a decade.
The Famine did severe damage to the social fabnc of the region, and the town of
Skibbereen was reduced from a pleasant place to a human catastrophe. The
minuscule social services provided by charities were overwhelmed by the disaster.
The quality of life experienced by children in County Cork, as elsewhere,
deteriorated sharply with the failure of the potato crop in 1845, and many children
died_in_subsequent years of shortage, The region around Cork had a large
population, and land was diverted into pasture from which milk and butter were
generated. Landowners and farmers continued to export food products throughout
the Famine, while competition for North American grain was fierce because of
crop failures elsewhere. In the years 1851 to 1891, according to Andy Biclenberg
(1991), the population would decline further, to less than 439,000 people.

Beyond the environs of Cork, Dublin, and subsequently Belfast, which would
grow rapidly as an industrial center, life sometimes continued as it had done in the
eighteenth century. Considering childhood in that setting requires that we
acknowledge an outlook quite different from that of middie-class Victorians and

Childhood
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cven Mote so from our own. To a considerable extent, the structure of {his ciy

is, c{(ph(:llly and implicitly, that of the current era. We have a view t'tlls e
that is generally modern in its ethos; that is, we emphasize (he values (f) . Wt.lrld
and explain events by chance or rationalism and not by supcrstiliu:moﬁS ;:l:llarlsm
part. .Wc employ the English language to represent realily in ot;r Jhr'nlf' 3
cosmlwc.stmclure whose lexicon encourages subtlety and whose synta fl s e
aclive voice and its implicit inner locus of control. We acccpll chlz:n e
and, wh'ilc possibly too oplimistie, consider it, on the whale, a ogﬁc
outlook 1s.lhat of the global village, and we sympathize via lcl’cvf:ion tth

at the Antipodes as we sce victims of natural disasters reel in the f.acc o ;dl P"-‘O_PIC
We see the metaphoric death of kings as distant events that have become Ve(:S'r)_’-
of uur‘lmur!y news reporls. Public expectation is that the kecnest eds N fcml
ag:c:l-m;‘y \lv:Illl behsoﬂcncd by philanthropic programs of government gtf) ?vl:i,:;
peopie feel they have an inherent right or i ' i
philanthropy ready to assist us and ogthcrs, :ﬁ:: ?nafisi:;sl::lnlc:o:;rsgz?zzd, S

THE ETHOS

_ Childhood in Ireland, as well as on John Bull’s larger island, occurr ithi
single set of government-related policies. They influenced St;ciety fr “:}ll o
do@ ‘and provided a framework within which the privileged stru ?llu ; i
cnndmons:' of life. 'The principles caught the Victorian cthni in a faghi o
clasl}cf; with some contemporary values, and which may be used t ke s
explicit, .Wilhin Victorian political economy it was taken for ranleod
by the privileged, that people necded to fit into the c[ass-basedgs stem'
:I'he whole was felt to be almost natural in its format, and persorfs who fid
into the socio economic system were thought out of step. Today, we thi ole
f:;:gngl'f'?' ta;ndlexpec:t to see social justice enforced by govcr’nment s zf T:;gl!s

1bility. In parallel fashion, the Victori iti i
system 1o be an objective, justified reality, ber;zzsdt::ittligc:m&'lz:l:]:lmm | xpent
lo see lpe mora.l calculus applied to soctal institutions and to’prote};’t?a

Within the laisser-faire, laisser-passer environment, the Victorians beljeved that

as a given
ung. Our

world.

f the day.

expect

:‘lascc;:;t::mmmmg a ll.ttle. more generous with public assistance. It may be Bl:;: thh::::
Socil e muc;ultiai::ctr; dm; ;}’1: tlhsatf:(l]}.;s for c::a?lpleb,l Joseph Kay in 1846, obsefyed with
. :  cost of public welfare was rising at an|alarmi
rate; education, he asserted, would make the poor mere emplo agblc iy, we
:;:)i:c;ecfubll:lc tEDllcy to put_a safety net under all and to he]l;J) p);oplc ge g:gl:lc ::1:
g g.i oy : mudei:n view, poverty b.egcts poverty, and children dspecially
e :: lIn ecome self—su'f"ﬁcxent or to acquire marketable skills in a
i gh technology. We See unlons as necessary to promate social justice
gh perhaps less so than in earlier decades; in contrast, the iclon'ar;

¥y
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Piagel’s stages and Erik Erikson’s themes possibly have relevance, if in only the
guise of an outlinc or skeletal structure. More feasible is the possibility of inferring
behavior from Robert Havighurst’s (1965) notion of developmental tasks. While
not literally applying those mid-twenticth century tasks to mid-nincteenth, and in
a quite different cultural seiting, we can, by analogy, identify Victorian
developmental tasks from what we know of most cultures around the world and,
more particularly, what we know of the culture of Iretand in the middle decades of
the nincteenth century.
For example, all socicties require children to master their bowel and bladder
functions, and they tend to insist on carlier completion in strata of socictly below
the middle class. Deference to parents is a raditional theme, as is an authoritarian
value systcm.in which children play the role of a minority with few prerogatives,
Today, lower-class parents often sce young children as unteachable and may learn
with surprise that middle-class people incorporate the role of child developer within
their formulation of parenthood. It seems likely that the appearance of language
and reaching other developmental milestones occurred mostly in the absence of
deliberate child-centered stimulation in Irish peasant families. This not to assert an
absence of love, but to delineate an elément in the role of parent that has tended to
be less evident among the poor. The impression of children’s socialization shifts
when we consider youngslers at age five. For soine of them, probably a minority
in the 1830s and 1840s, eniry into school radically altered the process of
socialization. The developmental tasks became mare formal and were tied to
expectations for the end of each school year.

COPING WITH STRESS

Attention to child development in the middle decades of the nincteenth century
is occasioned by the onslaught of Nature on a population frequently consuming a
monodiet. That tragedy is a population-based formulation of stress that has grown
out of my attention in other works to biosocial stress and socio economic stress in
Victorian Britain. In all instances we consider lives in progress as children moved
toward matirity within the circumstances of their lives.

in the case of Ireland’s children, we examine lives in an era far removed from
our own. Even so, it seems appropriate to attempt to understand how children
reacted to the great disaster in a place and time when child development was
perennially at risk. The famine did not originate stress in children’s lives; rather,
it magnified it to a degree leading to death in many cases, while leaving shattered

lives and a legacy of bitterness among survivors.

Life Processes .
Life for children in Victorian-colonial Ireland was a series of processes. One

was that of meeting the developmental tasks society set for each child-age; an
example is the expectation that children contribute to the family economy. Another
set of processes consisted of interacting with parents, family members, ordinary
people, and stalus figures in the community such as the landlord or his agent, the

= With parents who themselves were subject to a range of stresses. Originating ip|the

o -_probl:Ply, tth as now, generated a degree of anxiety in their children,
& combined with recourse to alcohol—- the stress on children wounld have risen,

; : mn children’s lives. Parents, one or both, disabled by drink, complicated chil
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priest or minister, the teacher, and the doctor.

To the non-Famine stresses of daily life children brought some attributés that
taday's research suggests might have been relevant; in proferring them ! recégnize
the lm?ard of speculating about lifc in an earlicr era. At the best of times chil $mod
is sub_]ccf to a variety of stresses, With all the resources of our century, fand a
comparalively high quality of life for children in many parts of the world str' has
not been eliminated; indeed, some novel forms of stress have appkared
(:Jo_nstruclion of a new airport in Germany created a good deal of noise for chi drcn.
living thirty five kilometers from Munich. The research of Evans Bullinger} and
Hygge (1998) examined the impact of construction noise which dcnl:bled in vojume
over two years. One of two groups of fourth grade children, the experimental
group, dt.:moustrated symptoms of physiological stress; the symptoms predented
were -hclghfcned blood pressure and elevated levels of epinephring | and
norepinephrine.  Based on her own broad research and that of others Wemer
(1995b) concluded that today’s children marshall resilience when they encqunter
stress. As babies they tended to be, “active, affectionate, cuddly, good natureq) and
easy to deal with;” being alert and easy to seoth were also important. In the
preschool years cluldren resistant to stress combined autonomy with the z;bi ity to
ask for help. In middle cluldhood and adolescence stress-resistant children| 1.3::&:
those who could cotrectly appraise situations, refated well to other youngsters, and
communicated effectively. I

Tolerance for stress may well be constitutional in part, and to that extent would
p;obably have been evident in the developmental patterns of Irish children in the
mineteenth century. In social terms a close bond with a family member is anfasset
when that person is stable. A trait relevant to nineteenth century Ireland in
Wemer's research is the habit of turming to others for counsel. That pattern irjplies
good emotional ties and trust (Werner, 1995). 1t also suggests a deerpe of
extroversion and of confidence in people with whom a child interacts. ese
comments are speculative and I mean merely to indicate broadly the mec.ha 15ms
of current society which probably apply to Victorian Ireland’s children and tizcir
social context.

For Victorian Ireland we can only speculate about the ways in which varieties of
stress affected children. However, it seems likely that males and females, at a|fime
of narrowly specified gender roles, would react in role-related ways to st'ress For
boys and girls, a persisting intra-family problem would probably have been 1o . pe

;I'tl]lggle !o surviye, p_arents' relation to each other would itself constitute a process
uencmg'thelr children’s reactions to commonly shared stress in a proceks of
mutual, reciprocal exchanges. For example, parents’ evident degree of distt

timy '
es of stress, such as eviction, parents were a resource that mitigated the shess
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life processes hour by hour in the daily routine and also in broader thythmns of life’s
processes, '

Of course, children differ in their personal resources; some have little capacity
to foresce or to plan. Qthers approach the day as a combatant who has tactics for
coping with the world, The degree of that personal resource would have
determined how the challenges of pre-Famine and post-Famine life were met. To
a degree, attendance at school, an experience of o minority in most places, would
have created a sense of competence, and so a degree of self -confidence, with which
to face lite’s challenges.

The Famine

The preceding speculations may be applied cautiously to the lives of Irish
children before and afier the famine years. For the period 1846-1850 and
beginning in 1845 in selected rural areas, the scope of Nature's wrath exceeded
human capacity to cope. At first, the problem sectned nierely one more localized

L3

to charity, to the Poor Law communissioners, and to the Divinity were ineffectual,
If hunger and disease would not Bo away, families reasoned, they would emigrate,
a process that replaced a known, specific anxiety with a more diffused anxiety, but
oue tmged with hope of a better life. They would be strengthened by what modem

analysts called “resilience” (Rutter, 1987; Wemner, 1982, 1995a,b).

FAMILY LIFE

Family life in mjd-nincteenth-century Ireland, as in our own context,
variedgreatly. Children growing up in Georgian houses lacked for very Iitile,
although money and social position were no guarantee of protection from disease,
At the other end of the scale were children living on the streets of towns or in the
fourth-class housing-one room dwellings sometimes lacking a window. For rural
children a landlord’s agent might decide to clear a settlement. In Dromore, in
1834, all families were evicted when a new lesee took over the land. In data
summarizing evictions assembled by O’Day and Stevensen (1992) there were
63,256 evictions in the five years 1849-1853, In the Temaining years unti 1861,
which end the core years of this book, the maximum number of evictions was
2,150 in 1854, and the annual average until 1861 was 1,091,

During his 1847 visit to Ireland, Alexander Somerville, who had been a
ploughboy, encountered famlies T distress, Near Longfordaccording 1o
Somerville, Patrick Mullinhiff was evicted, although he could produce evidence
that his familx had paid the rent on time for 60 years. In some cases of eviction,

the goal was two-fold; in addition to removing the tenant the agent also took the
Crops under a court order, Somerviile, a farsighted agriculturist (Somerville, 1852;
nell, 1994), grasped that the ental problem with rural life was the lack of

tenure, with people holding a scrap of land under: layers of subleases. Under the

Childhood ! 3i

system, to become the domestic Irish 1ssue in the post-Famine .’years, fo improve
buildings and Iand was to invite eviction, pptting children aud parents out under the

Galway, “If I make the dwelling look nice outside, the agent would put a pound
mote rent on me, or tum me out and my little things: and { couldn’t pay the
pound.”

Over the early decades of the nineteenth century, familics Had grown in size:
according to the 1841 census report of 1843 the average familylin 182 consisted
of .5.18 persons. In 1831 it had risen to 5.61, and then declined slightly to 5.55
persons, while still remaining above the {82 figure.

The Home

of life for children, A dwelling of the fourth class Was a structure barely capable
of providing protection from (he clements and frequently shared jwith a domestic
animal known in the vernacular as “the gint that pays the rint,” not 2 pet or food but
a vital element of the fanuly €conomy to be sold in timely fashion to meet the rent
on a quarter acre or so.

Although the dwelling gave protection-from wind and rain,Ilhe interior of a
residence of the poor was cluttered. Accounts of the periad by travelers indicate
that many fourth-class cabins were dark and contained ittle fumnitere. The interjor
was unstimulating and possible wet because of 3 leaky roof ami dirt floor, The
Toom was dirty and crowded when ail were indoors. The noise lcr'l was high and
the air quality poor as a little turf burned quietly in the hearth, However, there
were worse habitations, and some people dwelt in holes and excavations.

The psychological atmosphere of the typical dwelling was uncopducive to child
development. F motionally stressed parents who had married yo in accordance
with custom and practice, coped with the struggle to find land to $row food at the
best of times. Parents’ abuse of alcohol was denounced by Hather Theobald
Matthew of Cork, to some benefit, but children regularly met ken abuse from
parents who had limited Wways to cope with life’s stresses,

Speaking when spoken to was a maxim Victorian parents back 1 up with slaps
and more calculated punishment, Poor people, as today, proba ly did not see
themselves as educators, within their roles as parents, whose stimulation would
eicourage language and mtellectual growth (Clark, 1983). ‘Living amidst

i i 1 t:cfore the next

1 d constructive

routines or evolved values leading to self-improvement. Angry sutbursts on all
sides probably constricted children’s emotional development.

On the other hand, the joys of music and the ceihlidh or dance to traditional
instruments and the consolatiops of religion soothed the strains (o a‘dcgrcc. In his
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Irish Sketch Book William Makepicce Thackeray (1842) noted the high spirits and
jolly fellowship that characterized fairs and gatherings. A naturally linguistic
people, the Irish beggars recorded beseeching, had poetry in it as “your Honour™
was asked for a donation “for the love of God and the Saints,” Beggars' children
on the streels of lowns became fiucnt and shrewd in the style of Charles Dickens’s
Artful Dodger.

In 1850, William Balch noted crowds of beggars including, “a ganpg of smully
children, with bare legs and half-naked bodics, crawling about like a race gf
inferior beings, more degraded in their appearance, and less cared for than the
negroes of Georgia.” A decade later, in 1861, Mark O’Shaughnessy addressed the
Dublin Statistical Society; in his report he described 59 boys and 66 girls under 10
years of age. All were arrested for vagrancy, an act that tells us as much about
social policy as about the children. Eight of the boys were additionally charged as
disorderly, one charged with gambling and another with drunkenness.

[ A source of psychological stress to children was the death of a parent; this was
the experience of many youngsters who found themselves orphaned. The eight
children of Michael Gonmley were early victims, and in late 1846 they subsisted
on porridge. In carly 1847, Michael Gormiley left Sylane, intending to sell a load
of turf in Tuam. He did not reach the town but died about 2 mile before he got
there. What became of his widow and children is not known (Flynn, 1991). We
may surinise that to their evident nutritional stress was added the pain and anxiety
of their loss.

Life for the poor was lived on the edge; one of Mrs. Nicholson's hosts in 1844
lost a sixpence. The woman, the widow of an army officer, was reduced to living
in a simple, rented dwelling. The small coin, which Mrs. Nichalson replaced, was
for rent due the next day, “or I shall lose my cabin tomorrow.” Despite the keen
edge of adversity, hospitality was a rural tradition. In her walking tour Mrs.
Nicholson noted her safety and the many invitations to sit and rest her feet
exiended by cottage dwellers across Ireland.

HOUSING

The quality of housing in which Ireland’s children grew up in the middle decades
of the nineteenth century was poor. Quality was formulated as follows by the 1841
census Commissioners led by Captain Thomas Larcom: *In the lowest, or fourth
class, were comprised all mud cabins having only one room; in the third, a better
description of cottage, still built of mud, but varying from two to four rooms and
windows; in the second, a good farm-house, or in towns, a house in the small street,
having from five to nine rooms and windows; and in the first, all houses of a better
description than the preceding classes.”

In the years before the Famine, accounts of travelers {Alexis de Tocqueville
[Larkin, 1990), and Gustave de Beaumnont [Taylor, 1839], in 1835, Alexander
Somerville in 1843 [1852], Mr. & Mrs. Hall in 1841[1984], and Mrs. Asenath
Nicholson in 1844 [1850]), reported squalid circumstances in which children and
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animals shared the same roof, Invariably, there was n manure pil outside the door
accumulating for application in the fields. The 1835 report on the| condition of the
Irish poor gave a brief account of the parish of Ballinacarnig in Chunty Westmeath,
There were, “twenty poor widows who are in a very wrelched|condition. Their
houses are extremely miscrable, not high cnough in the center far a man to stand
erect in, and scarcely more than six feet square.” -Of several accq nts, that of Mrs,
Nichoison is quite vivid; she ran out of money on occasions diring her tour and
recounted spending sixpence for a night’s lodging on several o asions when she

exhausted ber funds or was delayed by weather.

Alter the usual salutations, the girl was bidden 1o go out and dig so
was hung over the fire, the potatoes were boiled nnd a touch from the
was the signal for me to follow her into supper. On a naked dea) (pine
of potatoes . . . must be eaten from the hand, and the milk taken in su
must be remembered that a sup of sweet milk among the poor in Irel
luxury. [ zte plentifully, both from hunger end from courtesy I feil
barking of the dog, the squealing of the pig, or the breathing of man, wo
me.

e potatoes; the pot
nger of the matron
Iab!e Stood a plate
ﬁfrum the mug. it
d is 2 rarity and a
leep, nor did the
or child arouse

Ata more detached level, we may consider the quality of Ireland’s housing stock

in terms of census data from the middle decades of the ninetee;

1841
In the years before the Famine most Irish famulies lived in te
1841, using Captain Larcom’s system, which' would survive, fu

h century.

ble housing, In
| .
damentally, into

the twentieth century, the average proportion of fourth-class Houses was 40.46

percent; above that appalling level were the third-class dwellin
this means that four-fifihs of the dwellings were of the two lowest
Second class houses were 16.96 percent of the whole, and the qui
of the first class constituted }.40 peicent of Irish housing stock,

1851

At the end of the tumultuous years begun in 1845, housing had
class structures-one hesitates to consider them homes-had fallen|
of housing, and third class dwelling had risen to 50.54 percent
available housing was in the second class-24.72 percent, and the p
class residences had doubled to 2.83 percent. These changes in p

~40.97 percent;
levels of quality.
¢ superior homes

-r

thanged, Fourth-

o 21.91 percent
One-quarter of

foportion of frst-
oportions should

not be misconstrued to mean that conditions for the poor had i
fourth-class houses were pulled down, leaving families without
data demonstrate that, for Ireland as a whole, the number of famil

iproved. Many
shelter, Census

per house rose

from 111 per 100 houses to 115 families; it was least in Ulster, w

100 houses rose from 106 in 1841 to 108 in 1851, The increas
Munster and Leinster, where the proportion rose across the dec

ere famulies per
was greatest in
de of the 1840s

&‘.’"‘ 114 to 170 families. In a few places no change, good or Bad, was evident;
ﬂll.ngs remained stable in the competition for housing in counties ]'Dublin, Kildare,
Wicklow, and Donegal. There was slight improvement in the ratio of families to
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versus role confusion. In famine Ireland, the non-mastery of this theme was
evident in the collapse of public, externally oriented, morality. Driven desperate
by hunger, people stole o feed their children. - They did so at a time when
punishment was harsh, to a degree that created criminals whom we would lreat
mildly as first offenders. Adults and children-including females over age 18-were
cligible for transportation to Australia, a subject | have addressed clsewhere
(Jordan, 1985a, 1991, 1993b). In 1856, the British Association held its annual
meeting in Dublin, and James M. Wilson reviewed the statistics of crime in the
period 1842-1856. His sophisticated analysis yiclded a picture of crime by gender
among young persons. For males the greatest risk for crime was betwecen the ages
of 16 and 21 years. For fcmales the greatest risk was between tweaty one and
thirty years. Juvenile crime was more likely to be a male adolescent phenomenon
and to consist of crime against property. Between ages twelve and sixteen years
males were four times more likely than females to commit cnmes {Wilson, 1857).

In the last years of the Famine, the cumulative effects ol hunger were addressed
in a Parliamentary inquiry into the Irish Poor Law of 1838 and its effectiveness,
From Mayo, Mr. Mark O'Shaugnessy, an Assistant Barrister, advised the Select
Comumittee of the social stress on youth induced by social disintegration in Maye,
and Clare Island in particular (O'Shaughnessy, 1849).

At the sessions that have just (erminated 1 have had very distressing instances before me
of persons to be transported. This occurred the week before last at Westport. Dominic
Ginelly was indicted for larceny of hempen ropes and convicted. 1asked him if he wanted
fo be transported, and he said *yes,’ he would do the same thing again if let go. He said he
would have pleaded guiity, but he was afraid he would not be transported if he did. He was
transported for seven years. He was a young person about seventeen years old.

Martin McGunty, John McGrone, and Jokn English were indicted for stealing a - '

quantity of hemp, and were convicted. They were about 17 years of ape; they
requested to be transported as they had no means of living, and must do the same
thing again.

Owen Eady pleaded guilty to stealing linen; he was about 18 ygars oply and
wished to be transported; he said he should rob again if let out. I asked him if he

kpew what transportation was; he said he knew he would be kept at work for seven

years and that at the end he would have his liberty in another country, which would -

be better than starving and sleeping out at night; he was told he might have chains

on_his leps. “If I have,” he said, “I will have something to eat.” He was :

_transported for seven years.

Marparet Heston and Mary Walsh, two young girls, were convicted of stealing .
two heifers; they said they took them lo get into gaol and be transported, and
ame thing again if let out; they pleaded guilty. They said they did .

not know what transportation was, but that anything was better than hunger; the

were transported.
These anecdotes show how the quality of social life was undenmined by acuie

distress. In the case of Clare Island crime arose among people credited at the time

i d
Childhoo -

with a high degree of hones
imne becamc a way lo qualify for “transportation beyond the seas)
Aus:i:a'llia; Irish Catholics appear to have been sent less fiequ
Land-Tasmania envisaged as a non-Catholic enclave. Ata tim i
Mary Carpenter (Manton, ]97‘7), James Kay-Shutileworth, nz(;‘v :;::: it
beginning to influence public policy, the legal system gave little
magistrates. Judicial lenicncy on the recommendation of the jury waslextended at
Derryginola, near Clifden, Mayo, to two persons with bad reputations. Michael
Ward and Ellen Reilly stole, and probably sold as meat, the foal of A ;: Kineal
They went to jail lor six weeks. Some Judges found transportation a : ctical any-
relatively bcnigrn solution for juveniles. in the case of one of the leading Irish
figures of the 1840s, William Smith O’ Brien (Toukill, 1981), penat e ile fEr hi
and his revolutionary companions was a life-saving alternative. For mobt t:riminarll:;l
their way of life was part of a social complex in which illiteracy sceméd the rime
aspect to the Victorians, The absence of this quality of life element in he lifes f
many children was thought to set the stage for 2 eriminal career. i ;
In 1856, J.C. Conellan and F. F. W. Hervey summarized the court Ir-cords and
background of juveniles in the justice system. The Bridewells in which im

held were reported as, “exhibiting for the most n:
- 3, g | part, defects of lic greatest
character, both material and moral.” Many lacked water . i

g
e gl 11

umgg_ of the other.” .In such places chi]d.rgn were housed

ald o chuld D O 3pe ’ 1 . nel. o
one-third had two living parents, The proportion of total illiterates in|1856 was
4;’..12 percent, while only19.92 percent -- one in five -- could read and write. A
lngh proportion of the young offenders were vagrants, a group we would consi-de:r
children in need of care rather than imprisonment. However, many of them

. “continue to use the gaol as their home. About one-fifth of those betwetn 10 and

16 years were imprisoned for vagrancy. However, sentences were brief and four
out of five young offenders served less than a month; the average was|about 18
days: In the fashion of the era, Connellan and Hervey emphasized the {ncidence
Pf llhlt_:racy. They found, “that the terrs of Imprisonment were too shért ko render
It possible to impart any real educational instraction to the great majority of them.”

NOTE

N VISITING THE GRAVE OF MY STILLBORN LITTLE GiRL
Sunday, July 4th, 1836

I'made a vow within my soul, O child,

= When thou wert laid beside my weary heart,

. With marks of Death on every tender part,

» That, if in time a living infant smiled,

Winning my ear with gentle sounds of love

In sunshine of such joy, T still would save




iz Ireland’s Children
the poor access to his land to plant potatoes. The Irish landlord class had a weli-
deserved repultation for indiffercnce to the poor.

However, balance required acknowiedgment of the good works of enlightened
landlords. From Ballymacward, Galway, Flynn (1991) cited the gencrosity of the
Earl of Clancarty; he subvented two-thirds of the cost of building coliages on his
lands. Clancarty also sponsorcd good practices in the form of rotation of crops.
When famine struck, he employed one hundred cxtra men in order to assist his
dependents. Another example of good landlord-tenant relations before the famine
is recorded in Thackeray’s Irish Sketch Book (1842). A Mr. Croflon in Mayo
purchased meal for his tenants in the annual period of hunger before the potato

» crop was lifted. In October he instructed his steward to hire labourers. In a few
hours the potatocs were lifted and stored in pits, and the harvesters would accept
no wages having “taken a liking to this good landlord.” An example of private,
local charity caine from Ballymacward in cast Galway (Flynn, 1991). There, the

Donclan sisters gave assistance to Michael Gormley, his wife, and their eight

children. The Donelan’s charity supplemented Gormley's intermittent employment
on public works.

The lrish Society of Friends was greatly respected for its_selfless zeal on behalf
of the starving masses. It appears that introduction of soup to feed the poor began
with the English Quakers in Somersetshire, according to Samuel Fox in a letter to
Charles Trevelyan (Correspondence, 1847). On the “2nd of Second Month, 1847,
Sylvanus Fox sent his uncle the rccipe for onc gallon of soup costing three
farthings per quart. It included “Beef (American), 8 Ib. At 3-1/2 d.” (3.5 pennies).
The Quakers fed the poor and presented a inodel of charity that others emulated
and afl respected.

A perversion of religious charity was known as souperism. Joseph Robins
(1980) gave several examples of non-Catholic groups-bible societies-which set up
schools in which starving children were fed. The impoverished west was a targeted
area, and orphans and destitute children were amenable to religious instruction in
the context of a meal. Robins credited the Reverend Edward Nangle with the
operation of 34 schools where religious instruction and a meal were provided.
Thus, to nutritional stress was added family stress as parents faced the dilemmas
of faith versus survival. Research indicates that souperism was rarely as simple
as the style represented by Nangle. There were programs established by Anglican
ministers without sectarian motives, and the Anglican Archbishop of Dublin,

feed the poor and cloth the naked.

Soup Kitchens
As various modes of distributing foud were tried, commeal (maize) which people
detested, cereals of several kinds, especially nutritious oatmeal, and various

concoctions under the general heading of “stirabout,” it became clear that a Quaker 4
innovation, the soup kitchen, was efficient and cost-effective. In the spring of 1847 4

Richard Whateley, denounced souperism (Akenson, 1981). Quaker programs of
relief operated as charitable enterprises expressing the corporal work of mercy to b8

The Ambiance

Parlimment passed a relicf act that authorized Poor Law officials to meve from road
and drainage works to provision of food, of which Soup was a frugaf variety. An
“innovation creditable to the Quakers was the introduction of facilitics |for prr:p.'.lri_n
and distribuling cooked food. Parallel to schools’ provision of bre .
facilities developed foed in bulk, so that large vats of “stirabout”
detested commeal and soups werc available. Cost rather than nutrit }m tended to
prevail. The chefto the Reform Club, Alexis Soyer, developed a souplthat cost one
pound ( £1) per one hundred gallons. The Lancet referred to relief in |this mode as
quackery. For two galions of soup, Soyer employe !
two ounces of dripping fat; to that he added eight ounces of flour apd half-ounce
of brown sugar. This concoction was served to the hungry near the hoenix Park
in Dublin (O'Rourke, 1874). The value of this and simlar nostrums fér adults and
growing children may be appraised by considering caloric requirements and b
contrasting Soyer's use of meat with that of the Quakers. d
Modern research on nutrition can help us understand the calorjc Ifeqhirements of
the body and the manner in which caloric intake is employed by the human
consititution. According to Robert Fogel (1994), a small adult-a 25 );?r old male

Aswan farmer-uses over 70 percent of his caloric intake to maintain the body; only
21 percent is drawn on for work. A survival diet is 1.27 times the bade mctz:bolic
rate. Ireland’s soup kitchens frequent] rovided a quart of s0u every pther day
whose caloric value was probably 10 percent of aay day's reguiremen '
Children’s needs, while less, had to build a growing body and not mcr maintain
it. Their caloric deficit had much preater significance and more fatal conseguences
(Q Grada, 1988), since much of famine mortality involved little childres esnecia

. nfants in the first twelve months of life. As an example o o onp
kitchens, the Drogheda union in 1847 fed 12,702 people in one day: hat ncr
constituted one-quarter of the population of 52,251 persons (Mc[lué 1971).




nEIg 5 Lhlidren 558 Education 109
circumstances. Many children, initially, did not attend school, and for those who Grimshaw (21889) described conditions before and afler the Famine, life vihs hard
did attendance was brief and imegular. For the simalt middie class, educalion was for the Irish people. Childien and adults inured to an annual period nl"lungcr
already a given, and the 1841 census noted that some of the most cconomically 3 immediately before a new crop of potatoes could be lified faced an immediflllm crisis
favored lefl lreland to attend school (Jordan, 1998); Daniel O'Conncll is an of boundless proportion. Temporary hunger became starvation, and beggi m
example from an earlier period, - nondistressed neighbors eventually became fruitless. Those who could flell o the

It seems reasonable 1o infer that the modemism of today’s Ireland has jig 1 cilics in search of charity, while other migrated to England, Scotland, anr’Nonh
anlecedents in the Victorian era, Despite the enormity of the years of famine, America. Compounding the misery was the tension between tenants and landlords,
school enrollments expanded, and each generation became less illiterate and more many of whom used non-payment of rent, or merely prior strategy, (o evict ¢ ollage
attuned to the values of modemity. Depending on the breadth of the traits one dwellers.  The landlords® goal was (o convert land to pasture as a i of
chooses to define modgnity, the process of acculturation inig modermity appears, progressive land management (Jackson, 1995). From the stricken land 2 thillign
proportionately, desirable, My puipase here is to note that schooling had effects psgplg disappeared despite RexEIunend schemes including road works | 2
beyond the three R’s. 1t set nincteenth-century Ireland on the road to jis presen The Irish Quakers led the movement of private philanthropy, an innovatiol later
state in the contemporary world through not wholly forescen outcomes in th adopted by govermment, In Drogheda, schools became the site of fiee or
socialization of children. Concurrent with the schoal’s acculturation into inexpensive food for children at a time when perhaps onc-fourth of the | wn's

modemity was transmission of values constiluting the
Progressive attention to the Irish language as nation
decades considcred the heritage of the past with exp

heritage of church and home
al educational policy in later -
osure (o the future.

population depended on cha
chari
mortality in children under

was limiled and children died. O Grada (1988a) estimate

rity for their daily bread (McHugh, 1971). Ho

nine years at 472, 00; 60 percent of them were

d Famin|

SCHOOL AND SOCIETY :

Slowly, the developmental tasks of the schools were extended to more and mote
children. In Cork, for example, the proportion of children elipible for school who
actually attended was, in 1841, 29.5 percent; by 1861, it had risen to 41.6 percent,
and, 30 years later, had reached 61.3 percent, or iwo out of three children, in 189]
(Donnelly, 1975). From the schools flowed children socialized into roles which
were sectarian and uniformly respectful to authority. Even s0, there was turmoil

within the Irish breast that sought release in the bottle or outbreaks of violence, Ie

had been malnourished for
* Their educability was grea
that what we would today |
their progress toward lite

Hunger lowers resistance to disease, and fcv;
many kinds -- EEbusI typhoid ang in 1849, chglrra-[axgggg young apd old!
Among the loments of children and their parents was the gecasional practi

e four years,

By the time of the 1851 census
years were reporied at the time to be men
tly reduced, and their health was
abel pervasive learning disabilities woul

racy.

d

quiring the Catholic young ta receive religious instruction in an al

Socialization channeled pent-up resentments but did not extinguish them. On the i
positive side, it seems likely that growing literacy in the face of economic

order to qual
the modest guality of

, the Famine was over, However,

pooi. 1t scems

childrey| who
tally impaired,
kely
eded

is of]

have imp

te qf
ien relipion

— souperism. For children who survived at mid
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vanced the national agenda from Testoration of political autonomy to 2
the call for political independerce, as the decades passed. ,
It is commonly observed that school and society reflect each other; beyond the S8

destruction of housin

and the occasional burden of religious exploj

there would be a i

argaret Crawford ( 1989),

1@3_%

of v

level of a cliche about our own times there is a deeper meaning, namely, that,-
whatever the institution of schooling may be, the condition of society will mediate 8
olicy generates. However, that axiom is not self.

manifestations was less upliftin
‘he continuity of national life i i
‘the wrath of God” - the Famine of 1845-1849. Nineteenth-century Ireland, ats
nid-century, allows examination of the eTfec of differential rates of social change &
n a people, their children, and education, k
At any point before “the great contrast,” as Registrar-

in
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. in
General Dr. Thomas §

- findings applicabie to the smal
i work of reformers who, in the V
ideological. From their tradit;

Giles, the Wynds of Edinburgh,

$1] later years, according to B M
psychiatric disorders traceable, perhaps, to pellagra and a deficiency

SOCIAL FACTORS

Housing and Health
Housing was linked to child

ictorian mold, were quite empirical,

tellectualism o the practicali
hn Bull's larger island, mvestigators documented life in the
the Gorbals in Glasgow,

Manchester (Smith, 1979), and Boot and Shoe Yard

welfare in Victoria’s reign by a series of spec
ler of the British Isles, ‘The information was

on later emerged the Fabians, who added <o
ty of Iabor leaders. In the generalized context
London slums of
“Devilsgate” (Deans 2
in Leeds (Jordan, 14931
The presence of Irish immigrants in those centers of overcrowd
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