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L0 The Great Irish Famine

1347, a Royal Decree was issued in Brussels forbidding the export of

bread of every kind until the {ollowing 1 Ocrober, '

The Briush determination not 1o interfere with the food trade was
commented on hevond the United Kingdom. The New York Weekiy
Herald. which carried frequeni veports [rom lreland, commented that
although “the wail of Bunine rises louder and louder . . . sull the portsare
dosed and stll there is no restriction on exporters’. The public works
were eriticized also because the wages paid were ‘hardty sullicent to
heep body and soul together'. Russell's response was described as “rrifling
and contemprible’ when Ireland needed “that iron will which <hould
command the ports 1o he opened. and which should prohibitin brewer-
tes and disutleries the use of grain, 1thus prevenung the consumption of
the people’s food in distillarion, and permittng the [ree importaton of
every species of food necessary for daly sustenance. indiseriminatels
from every conntry’. Untortunately for the lrish poor. Russell did nog
possess either the will oy energy o impose such measires, !

Exports from Ireland

The isste of Lo exports during the Famie has, perhaps more than
any otlier issuc, tended o polarize vecent historcal scholaship, For
esample, the historam Peter Grev has ciimed: ¥ ven iFexpores hae been
prohibited. frehined facked snilicient food resources to stave ol fannne
W LE46- TR Bas adso been suggested that because of e nissive
crop Filure in reland niter 1846, the Famine represented o classic cise
ot tood shortee and e during e famine sears. food impores
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Table L3 Lxports of Caule and Livestock Gom_ lreland to Grear Britain in
L840

Oxen Culues Sheep/Lambs Swiny Tutal

Jan. 4 828 68 5074 435420 533 399
Feh, 3935 a5 3945 47 693 54 198
March BTG j814] 2 302 1 709 71387
.\|)|‘1| 3 0tel 31} 118 3049 B7 170
M 114890 [NIER] 15682 BB IE 37 9450
Jurne 14 2496 $60 R YR S0 008 52039
l]lll\' 13 197 70t 536 804 ENIRT 39 5349
Aug. a0 087 735 BN R P 91935
Sept. 33 bl I 388 13206 99 345 100 67
Oct. BRI BIN 20 054 94026 35112
Now, 2N T3 52 27 7h8 46 (5434 103705
[, IR ] izl NIPhN) Jonnn 39858
foai 180473 6305 350357 480 8T 7320l

soweer William levess An beennnd of e Noewther o Cuttle, Slep eosd Sacone inpoted into
Cocot Bettiann prom befand B JXI0, placed Betore the Hemse of Commaotis, 1 finuan v 1847,

opueriton of the government soup kitchens. The poim_was frequently

ipade i the columnus ol the Vadon that, even without the potatoes. suf-

0 E g o Lt PHG ge
licient [ood was being grown on Irish soil to fecd the popalaion, " Even

dwarled tood caports” ' To substantiate ths point.atis vencrath point-

gl ont that by 1847 wvain expors had filen and were being exceeded,

by imports. but. by their own admission. the government's data wis

Hawed, both underestinanng exports from [reland and Cruggeraung
imports ' Furihermore. most ol the debate ahor iod availability has
centred o corn. ignoring the lact that large amounts of other foodsputls

were being produced mand exported from Ivelund. whilst linde fuod
apare fron erain was heine imported.. The economist Amm‘t_\}l Sen's
point that famine was olten nor about wtal food availability hut abour
food distribution, therefore, has particular resonance in the Irish
sitation. ' That the mechanisms could be quickly put in place for the
distribution of Lerge quantities of food was proven during the successtul

allow iy forumassive shoretall in potatoes and icsoadler shorciall iy corn

prodoction. immense quantites of foodstutts lett Treland bheoween 1845

and 18330, Yeuthe fact that such arge amounts of provisions were hemg
SRR K L

exported from dreland was nor widely recognized ar the time: even the
aathoriove Mark Lane Express pronounced in fanary 1547 "With the
people starving inomany pares of the sshind shipments ol provisions from
there to England are, of course, out of the question,™ "

Whilst it was generaflv recounized that treland belove the Funine was
the breadbasker of the Linited Kingdom. exporiing enough conn w feed
twemillion people. the export of other loodstutfs was leds recounized,
v The 1840s the export of catle e Britam was considerable (see Tabte
4.3 and tollowing the appewrance of blightin 1843, it did notdecrease,

Apart from the trade in corn and cattle, large quantities ol other pro-
visions delt the countrv mduding vegewbles and puises, dairy products
tin particular, butter and eggs), lish (especially salmon. ovsters and her-
rings), poultys, and a miscellany of rabbits. honev. wongues and lard. and
wven occasionally potatoes and Indian corn, For example. 5435 poultpy
were exported to Liverpoot and 2373 1o Bristol in the firsy nine months




112 The Grea lrish Famine

Table 4.4 Grain Fxports from Kiliush o Glasgow in
1847 {in pounds)

1847
Oats 26829142
Barley 110628

Table .5 Gramn and FoodsudTs Lxporied fram Kiltrush
0 Liverpoolin 1847 und 15448 (in pounds}

1847 1848
Wheat 19420 88452
Oats 147 3¢ 1 477 940

Oatmeud ERS R -
Beans - 06 30

of 1847, In April 1847, 20 10ms of potatoes were exported from Porta-

ferry 1o Liverpool. Anothier feamre of the export trade was that it was

not confined to the Erger pores, butulso ook place from small ports in

the west of the couniv windh were associated with sutfering rather than
tomineree, towns such as Dingle, Bantry, killala, Ballina, Tralee and Kil-

rush. Even Skibhercen. which had achieved such notoriety at the hegin-

iy of E847. wias exporting [oodsiuils, inchuding 141496 1 of gats 10
Liverpool in Junc 1847, The 1own of Shgo. in additon 1o exporting

large amounts of grain o Liverpoot i 1817 als0 exported 172 barrels
and ten hogsheads of Tacon. 93 harrels and 42 hogsheads of ham, 17

barrels and one tierce ol beel. 37 barrels of pork. 796 376 Ib of hurter.

233 boxes o eaas. 75036 ib ol lurd and 599 680 1k nf peas. Whilst Liver-
pool, London, Bristol and Glasgow were the main poris ot entry from
Lreland into Britain, sinaller ports such as Dundee., Preston, Perth, Rup-

corn, Plymouth and Leith, were also iuporting foodsiufls althoush

aceitrate records were not maintived.

-

The Kilrush Union in Couniy Clare expenenced some of the sremest
and maost protracted suffering during the Fanune. lis population in
1341 had been 82353 and i the summer of 1847, 62 per cent ol the
population were receiving gosernment aid under the Temporary Reliet
A In 1848 the Kilrush Union had achieved the same notoriery
amongst relief oflicials as Skibbereen had two years eartier. Whilst other
parts of the country were beginning a slow recovery from famine. 95 per

cent of the local population were siill i receipt of boor relief and an

T
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estimated 300 people were being evicted daily."™ Following the 1849
harvest, the sination in Kitrush did not improve and, at the end of the
vear, the Poor Law officials had o suspend all reliefin the unijon because
the Guardians had no money in hand. Atthe insistence of Poulett Scrope
a select committee was appointed i 1850 10 ¢nquire imo the local
admimstration ot veliel. 1ts conclusions were critical of relief provision
and it estimaed that the population had fillen i the unton by hetween
25 percentand 59 per cent. ™! The sitnation ol the poor did not improve
andoin 1831, the demand {or reliet in Kilrush was higher than aany ine
i the previous six vears, with almost 50 per cent oi the population sill
dependent on the Poor Law."™ Food was, however, exporied thronsh
the small port throughout the Famine. The amount of grain exported
from Kilrush to Glaszow in 1847 and from Kilrush to Liverpool in 1847
and TE48 s shownn Fables 4.4 and 4.5.

Mg expenence of hilrush was not uni
14 percent of the populaten of Ballima in Couney Mavo, and 37 percent

ol the population of Tralee were dependent on goverimen veliel,”

Libles 4.6 and 4.7 show expors aver the same period ron these 1w
sl ports to Liverpool,

Lavoe simaounts of griam were also exported (rom Wesiport in Counn
Mavooalthough more sporadically. In August 1846, 1157 6530 b of oaes
were exported (o Liverpool. Gran exports {rom the 1own rennined
high even i the wake of the poor harvest. In the three-month period

berween Carober and the end of December 184G, 1GSH 5651 ol e
fett Westport, No exports were recorded between fanuar and March
P47, but gram exports in the following three months. April 1o June,
reiched 1826552 the tn Julv 1o September, 19 691 481 B and October
o December, 18604945 W, 1o wotal, grain exports from Wesiport 1o
Loerpool between Ocober 1846 and Decemnber 1847 amauned. 1o
15059 146 1. This area was one of the poorest throughout the Foanine.
[ the simmer ot 1847, 86 per cent of the local population were depend-
et on sovermment soup.’ In Avgust 1847, 10 was officially desioned
as o Cdistressed” union by the Briush sovernment and the locally clected
Board of Guardians was veplaced by paid officials.™ Wuthin o low davs
of taking up ofiice, the new administrators inlormed the cenrgd Conn-
missioners that the poverty of the local rrepiners was so extreme thit
the union was on the verge of linancial mllllpsr."" Forsome ot the poor

i the union the only relief available was in o local school, established by
Comnt Sirzeleckt of the Briush Reliel Association, where ihe children
received rations of soup and breead. ™
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114 The Grear [rish Funine

Table 4.6 Geain and Foodstufls Exported from Balling to
Liverpool in L7 and 1848 (in pouunds)

1547 1818
Wheat 348 268
Flonr 18 361)
Oels 146 (00 562 006G
Oalmeal a5 120 208 1)
Hurley 127 120 125060
Meal 19320
Heans 37 080
Peas 36120
Petrment R
Buiter 280

Table 4.7 Grain and Foodsills Exported tron, Tralee 10,

jverpool in 1848 (in pounds)

IWitet 23000
Flonr B30 5iH)
Oty RN
Buriey 289688
Meal 20 580
Wheaten \eal 184 b
Buller [ X PRI
Beans SEer)
Breoad 2 BH0
Rire [ TR1))
Bizcuits g )

How maay people could have been ted by the fhod exported® A
pound was the British government's allowance of corn per dav o feed
an adult, Mecording to otficial statistics - w hich e government. at the

insistence of Bentinck, «dmitted were an underestimate — m 1846 and
(347, 430 000 tons of gramn were exporied. that s 963 200 000 . Using
the government's ration allowance. tus Juantity would have fed twao

million people for 16 months of those 1wo vears. Much of the eXpOrts
were made from areas where the gremtest need for fourd existed. which
wonthd have made redistribution relam el simple and immediate, in
contrast with the slow and cumbersome svstem ofdepending on foreign
imports. Taking the single commodity of outs from the port of Limerick
fo Bristol and Liverpool in the first six months of 1847 and 1843, the
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Table 4.8 Oats Exported brom Lumerick in 1847 and 1848 (in pounds}

1847 Outts i th Prssible popudation fed for o month
Jam. T 092 25040
Feh. V286920 117 390
March A0 a6 41 792
Apnl ) H20 183 427
Min | 863 988 G0 29
June 784 584 25 153
1548 Ot on 1l Possihle popnidatron fed fora month
dan, (ERLSE S 22 U4
Fueh. 195068 267 681
Mar IREL YR IRTEN
Apnd 4891 376 165 h
M FI0{ 000 153 348
June 1535 1438 32771

expors, i mechanism lad been deploved o divert them to dhe stan
ing populavon, woeald have fed chem for thatmonth.

Butrer was o sioficant item ol export, althowgh the government did
noi heep official records of dary exports. In the first week of 1847, 249
A8 I were exported from leland 1o Liverpool. and by the ollowine
woeek thus had inereased to 262 692 b Cork was o major exparter ol this
compmodiny ol 1347, the port exported 5 596 736 1 o butier o
Liverpool. 7 The trade ineges was also masseo e and remained buovan
throughant the T840 B 1850, a0 estimated 90 million eggs were ey
‘mported into Liverpool cach vear from freland,'™

Alvabol was abo 1 major em of export, moesthv in the lorm of ale.
stout. porter and whishev, Again, the quantities exported were Livoe
hacihe fivse mane months of 1847, 874 170 sallons of porter and 183 3092
gulloms ol whiskes were exported (o Liverpool alone. Durmy the same
mne months, 278 553 gallons ol Guinness were imporvied into Bristol.
Much of the whiskey leaving ireland orginated in Cork, vetin Januar
18347 the local disuilers raised the price of whiskey 1o 7d. a gallon due.
they saic, 1o a scaraiy in the product.™ Lusse produgg sere deriver
from grain_or. octasionallv. potatoes and therefore represented un

ol food. Mo i Lseiblati ale
had been widelv cajled for_both withun [reland and Britan. Cleah
duiving the course of the Famme Lrish markets continued to function vell
i the commercial sense. and were able to respondd to changes in both

suppiv and demand._But bhecause they were vansierring foods awiny

OvVer, Sl i




116 The Great Insh Funine

from areas ol the greatest poverty, they worked 1o the disadvantapge ol
the poorin breland. As was recognized, government intervention wis
necessiary o transter food resources 1o those who most needed them.
Instead. the so-called “free market” diverted food 1o areas with greater
resources, whilst the poor in Irelund starved. Yer e seale of lood being
produced in, and exported from, leeland was lile understond ar the
time. Moreover, misinformation and ek of scenrage dae furnished by
the Whig admisistrauon ensured that the seale of Tood EXDOTTS WS not

Aelly appreciated. The Trish poor did noc staeve because there was an

madeqguate supply of food within the couny, e, starved because

Doliical. commercial and indnodual greed was given prioviny over the

saving of lives in one part of the United hingdom,

Leonomic recovery (rom successive vears of poor larvests, combined
with the changres engencdered by the repeal of the Corn Laws, was sl
zish. In the summier of 1849, the Frevman Jowrnal veported that, despite
prospects ot g zood harvest, “there 15 no disposition 1o cnter into heav

transactions’, Retail tade i Dublin, however, e nnespectedty but-
Lressecd by the intended visic ol the Queen."™ Bo 1819 lhod Prives were
lalime and there was less dependence on impovied corn, The price of
imported rice had lallen dramatu atly due o the prospects ol o HIND
rop Fhe carly crop of new potitoes « s ol sood quadite and wis
selling i the north from . 10 ud, perstone. sven s cheaper than i
the vears precedmg the disease. " Vhe linen ieade m Bellast, o lich huwl
been liehy o poor My crop e IS HEnd inchistend cosession i e Broish
marsvisvas recovering, Much of dhie ilas, howeer, was bemg imported
from the Baltc rather than bemy home grown, Shiopheepers who suy-
vived the Yamine did well. Thomas Carlsbe deser e what he behev el
as L ivpieal one in Scarmiban 1849, sy e Dok g s fiense e
Noored: was prospering, | suppose, by sorkhowse srocercand-ment
irade. by secret pawn broking - by eating the slan’. ™ Revovery m other
areas ot day-to-day life took fonger, reflecting 1 massive shock nat jus
o the Irish economy. but also (o the psyehie ol those groups who had
sudivred most.

ok i

Lobows L

Fiw

el b}
b il |

RI1OT, PROTEST AND POPULAR
AGITATION

Mwouchour the Famine, ety reports on the condition of the destinte
emphisized the passiviey and resiomaion ol the poor. Wniing at the engd

. e e e .
ol ithe nineteenth centiry . the mionadist Michael BDavitt condemned

such compiiance. deserbing it sis “the wholesale cowardice of the men

who saw food leave the coununy i slaploads. and wined and saw thelr

witves and liele ones sicken dind e and who “hrayvels puid thelr rent”

Before dving themselves'. Fowever, the sustamed lood shoraces hetween

B el ESd 9 resulied i period ol extraordina Qisorder gl protest,
whilst viotand thel? were imegral parts of the crisis, The high mcidence
of agitanon wis aotsarprising given rhe previdence of vural protest. or
omrages’an breknd belore 1847 ind the longevive of the «risis triggered
bv the blight. The characier of the agiitiion clumged atter 1843, Much
pre-tamine agitwion had been docal, vrather than navonal. and conser -
tves i thar o primaey objectis e owas frequentls o vesist change or mod-
crmzation. The pre-Loamine proiests were often associated with Carholic
serrer societies sich as the Whitchovs or Molh Maguires, who were
known generically as Ribbon Sacieties, The gronth of Ribbontsm and us
varions otfshoots had zeneralls heen in response w local srievances,
although they increasingly aspireck roan independent Irelund. In the
north of the country. secret societies tended 10 e more overtls poditical
anel seetarian.”

The tailure of the poto crop in 843 exacerhited many of the existng
grievinees of the rural poor. particulardy s iowas followed by o o de olhigh
fod prices and widespread evietions. At the sante time, the sUCCessive

L
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1 56 The Great Trish Famine

was maost severe, they blamed the absence of o suitable local network lor
distribuning food 1o the people. This deficiency they, in turn, auributed
toan absenmce orinditferent gentry class and the inapproprize adminis-
tratve machinery provided by the government Joseph Bewley, o leading
Dublin Quaker, pointed ous that the consequence ol the governmen's
podicies was that the heaviest inancial burden Lell on the poorest areas.
Moveover, the reliel measures were a waste of resources in that they
were bringing no long-term benetits to the counts v James Tuke, who
visited Donesal in December 1846, repeatedly described the inadeguacy
of the government's system of relief to support the poor. He reserved s
praise lor the people who displayed ‘good feeline, patience and cheer-
lulness under privation’.®" In the autumn of 1347, when the Poor Law
became responsible for reliel, the Quakers decided to stop their reliel
work and instead to concentrate on measures which could hetp in the
longer-rerm economic development ol the countrv. Within a few months,
however, the yovernment asked them if they would consider providing
refiect as they had done 12 months earlier. but they dectined 1o tlo <o,
Phealso relused an offer made by Trevelvan in 1848 of a subvention of
LI thes provided direct relief on the grounds (i due o the sever

i ol the criss the level of intervention necessary was lar hevand the
reach of private exerton, the government alone could ruse the foneds

and crrevant the measures necessary inomany distric s 1o svethe hves ol
the peaple,

Proseiztism

Dexpite the co-nperanon of dergvmen from varous denominaion on
the veliel committees, the theological ditferences betwern the thiee
i denominations remained rigid. especiallv in regavd 1o their viens
ob sulvaton. Protestant evangehcals, in particular, beliey ed that suly ation
could only be achieved through suffering and redempucn. Fach chureh
also accepred that missionary actis ity was an meegral part ol their teach-
ing. By 1845, for example, the Preshyveerian Church in Fisherv ick Place
in Beltast supported collections for a Jewish Mission. a Foreign Mission,
a Colontal Mission, a Mission to Old Calabar and. mos: nuporiantly,
a Home Mission. which distributed tracts amongst the local poor of ull
denominations within Belfast.™ Nor was proselyvusm confined 1o Prot-
estant Churches. In England Catholie proselitizing was particuiarl

AR G b e f o
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associtted with Nicholas Wiseman, the vicar-gencral of the London
district. In a number ol sermons he and Jus followers declared thewr
objective was ‘the conversion ol England to the Catholic taith’.™ Even
before 1845, theretore, proselvusm - and the antagonisms which attended
it - were presentin hreland and in other parts ot the United Kingdom.
However. what made proselytism particubarly abhorrent duripg the
Famine was that widespread hunger wis used as a lever lor perspading
the poor (o convert to Protestannsi, Proselvtism in Ireland wis mainh
assoctated with the two Protestant Churches, especislly the evangelical
wings. In the 1820s, a misstonary campaign to convert Catholics, which
was referred to as The Second Retormaton’, had been reactivated, s
prominence was largelv due ro the zeal of Williem Magee, the Anglican
Archbishop of Dublin. The most common wav of winning CONVETTS Wity
through the distribution of religions wacts and Bll)iL.'S and providing
schooling.™ The granting ol Catholic Emancipation in 1829 added a
new vrgency o the desire to spread the Pratestant religion. [n 1330 the

e o Protestane Colonization Sociery was founded, which signalledd the onsel

ol'a new evangelical crusade. However. a consequence ol'the proselviizing

campaign was thaa religious war of words and missionary endeavour
broke out bewween Catholics und Protesants”.™

Even before the appearance of blight. religious rension cxisllutl.

2 especially between the more conservative or evingelical members ol the

e Protestant and Catholic Churches. Since the granting of Catholic Eman-

cipation in 13249 4 number of Protestants had leitincreasingly threatened

I the growing polineal power ol middle-class Catholics. In 1838 they

= complained thae Canholics were heing given prelerential rennment by

. Dublin Castle. especially inappointments o the Trish Bench. and stated

it was due to “Popish artfice.™ Liberal Protestnts and government

ministers were also bBlomed tor allowing this 1o happen. There was a

number ot calls for the Grand Orange Lodge. which had volunaily

dissolved itsell in 18356, 1o be revived and seorganized.” Increasingdy.

Belfust, where the Presbyrerian and the Anglican Churches weve garticu-

larly strong, became the centre of proselviizing with the local Pmteslruifm

press. notablv the Belfast Protestant joornaf. the Wurder and the O f‘.\'l’r'}.'

Times. declaring their major aiin to be 1o weaken the hold of "Romanism

in the countrv.™ Although the west of the country was regarded s the

main targer for proselvtizers, they were anxious that the t:\':ll'lg.(:h(i:llti

were not winaing sufficient fresh vecruits amongst the workers in the

newly industriatizing rowns of the north. Even the poor in Belfast, who

were predominantiy Protestant, were deseribed as manitesting spiriral

o e g Bl
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{38 The Great Uresh Famine

destitntion™ ™ [ 1847 a1 number of Preshyterian churches in Bellast.
lugely mbuenced by the Rev. Edgar, intensitied their jocal proselytizing
activities in both Protestant and Cathohe districts, They believed that ay

extra effort was necessary as a thanksgiving to God 'for the mereics of

the lust eventful vear'. ™™

There was a belief that further prosely tizing iissioparies were needed
thronghout {reland and that the Anglican anld Preshyvterian Churches
should work together jointly to promore Protestantisar. ™ The sieeess of
hath Protestant Churches in the west of the country was attribated to the
use of Seripture teachers who coulkd speak the trish Lnguage, which was
spoken by about three million peopie in the country. Copies ol the Sc; ip-
tures had also been vanslated into Irish. One Presbyterian minister
Attrbuted the love of the poor people tor the [rish bmguage 10 the fact
that ‘they believe that it was the language used by Adany and Eve in -
dise.and that it is the linguage spoken by the saints in heaven', ™

The vole ol individual landloreds in promoting proselvtizing activities
conld be crudiyls for example. Lord Larnham in County Cavan and i1l
Earl ol Roden o County Down were renowned lor therr work s e
gelical lav preachers, Farnham. who was founder of the Associition lor
Promoung the Second Reformation, combined spirttual persuasion willy
more procucal induceinents by evieine burge numbers of Catholics {rom
hus estates and replaced them with Protesin terants. " Lovd Claearn.
alaree proprictor i County Roscommon, combined mroducing s
ol the anost adyvanced Larnmiing icchmgues o his tenant wirh proselyi-

s\ jowrnadist. Alexander Somervlle, who visited the estate in |8-67
noted that "He mixes the prodice of the farm-vard and the Thirtv-nine

articles togethier. the stall feedine of cuttle attendance ar the Urotesi-
ant chiureh, the instruction on thorough drainage and the N3ty o o)
the church citechism ... The use of & bull of improved hreed s associ-
ated with a1 renunciation of the bulls nf Rome.""™ Thie west of Lreluyyl,
however, which was overwhelmingly Catholic, was ustallv the taroer of
prosehvtizers. In 1836 4 sroup of landlo ds. together with local Anelican
ministers. established the Connemara Chistian Conuntittee o proare

Protestantism. with the expectation of eventually establishing a colony.

One of the most successtul Attempts to establish a Protestane mission
took place on Aginll Iskand oft County Mavo. In 1831 Edward Napule.
A Dublin-born Anglican munister. decided 1o found a Protestant ¢olon:
en the island, His arvival coincided with a subsistence crisis thar had
toliowed a poor harvest in the west of the country. Nangie. with his fam-
iy and a small group of like-minded evangelicals, established a church,

il b iR
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a number of schools and a printing press on the sland. The later was
pirticularly important as it allowed the missions to dissenunate their
propaganda 1o a wider audience through the publication of a monthly
paper. The mission also provided employment and medical support
for the local population. The missionaries also learnt Irish o Galitate
communication with the people. Within a few vears the colony was
firmly established in the conmunity, but had made few conversions.
Rclnl'mnshlpq hewwveen the mission and the Achill islainders deteriorated
following a visit by Archbishop MacHule in 1857, when he spoke out
lorcefully against the missionaries and appointed a new parish priest
whose task was o counter their work, In a sermon o the isianders he
told them to:

Have nothing to do with these heretics - cuvse them. hoot at then. st
m iheir faces - cut the sign of the cross in the air when vou meet them.
as vou would amamst devils - throw stones i theny - pitch them, when
\'nil have the opportunity, into the bow hiodes — iy more than that, do
mjury 1o rourselves in order 1o injure them = don’t work for thens
though they pav in ready money - nav, don't tike any medicine from
their heretic doctor, vather die fies, '

Nevertheless, when the potanto blightappeared in the couniry, a Protesi-
antcrusade was well established. Althongh its stccess riae was low. some
memhers of the Cinholic hicrarchy were engaoed o counter ausade
that served to increase the divide between the main Churches,

Fhe Protestane_crusade czained momentwn during e Fumige
tironghout Jretand, both in exisiing unssions wnd in the establishment
of new ones. Evangelical Prowestants viewed the Fumine in providengal-

ist_terms and beheved that it provided 0 God-given opportanin: 1o
convert Catholics. Consequently, proselvism becane more widespreud

as starving Catholics were tempied with tood, medicine, clothing or

bedding in an ¢ltort o convert them. The offering of food. often SuuD, in

exchange tor conversion resulted in the wicknmme souperisu’. whilst
those who converted were sometimes referved o us jumpers’. A nunther
of ditferent societes were involved, including the Fxeter Society. the

Orphan Assoviation and the Belfast Society {or ihe Reliet of Distress in

Connaught. Each of these societies received funding from the Society ol

- Friends, although the Quakers themselt es were renowned for their own

aversion to proselvusm.”™ Englanc was also a major source of funding.
The Reverend Alexander Dallas, an English cleravman jand supporter
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ol pre-millenananism) who had established the Society for Irish Church,
Missions even belore the blight, used £3000 he received from I nglish
supporters to distribute 90 000 iracts in Connemara, entutiod . VForce
from _Heaven to {refand, in Janvary 1846, Other tracts followed."' The

primacy of proselyusm over benevolence was olear in the way it wlneh
lunds were used by this and other groups,

" A number of Anghean and Presbyterian churches and Lindlords also
mounted their own proselyuzing campetigns. In fanuary 1847 the Duke
of Manchester, a landlord County Armagh, and a number of other
wealthy Ulster Protestunis published o letter in the Novthern Wihig, stating
that the purpose of ‘the present favourable crisis' was (o allow them an
opportunity "for conveving the hght of the Gaspels to the darkened
pund of the Roman Catholic peasantiy”. The mission society setup by
Minchester, the lrisiv Relief Associanon, also received considerable
funds from England and. sigmficanils, Alexander Dallas was an honoran
secretarv.’ One evangelical group. ma personal appeat to Lord John
Russell. hkened Irish Catholics to the people of srae! who underwent 4
famine because “Thet lacked the knowledge of God = they were super-
strous and idolurous: they were in consequence wicked. and i con-

sequence of all this God held a controverss with them . | the HINOrice
ol God, the superstition and idolar. and consequent wickedness of
Lreland. are the ciuse of its nusfortunes.” Thev wold Russel not o Tive
any dorm of vedief which wonld support the existence ol Popervas rodo
so would make the people more degraded. miserable and vicions'
Instead. they sugzested that he must “endeavour to bring the word of
God 1o everv cabin in breland™ ™ What made conversion partculariy
objectionable during the Famine were the methods cmploved o win
converts ~ tood, clothing, bedding being used to attrac people who were

berelt ol uny of these basic connmoditios, Cluldren were also particuiarly
wigered. as schools were opened in which the study of the Se ripLures
was the main activity. [n conurast to the destitution of the people, the
missionaries appeared (o have limitless inancial resnurces.

On Achill Island Nangle, like many oter evangelical Protestanis,
believed that the potuto hlight was a judgement partly caused by ‘idolairy
in the professing people of God, especially when sanctioned by the
rulers of the countiy’. ta particular, he believed that the British govern-
ment had precipitated the Famine through its grant . Maynooth
College in 1845, pointing out that “Itis done. and in that very year, that
very month. the land is smitten. the earth is blighted. famine begins, and
is followed by plague. pestilence and blood.™ The sl failure of the
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potato cvop on the island m 1846 caused an upsurge indemandtoriy
services of the mission and by spring of 1847 it was employing exves-2000)
tabourers and feeding 600 schoolchildren each day. In this capagity it
pru\'ldcd an invaluable supplement to official relief, but Naugle beligyed
that the mam purpose of providing such relief was to convert the popu-
lation o Protestanusn But, as the distress mtensified and the resources
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of the people disappeared, the mission (llSLl‘ih'l.lllfll aid to all who w ere
deemed to need itin vetnen for emplovinent. ™ By 1848, the number of
schoolchildren attendmge the wiszion school had incrensed to over 2000
and 3000 adults were employved carrving ouc relief works, out ol a toral
population ot 7000, In the absence ol other provision, the mission was
the mam agency for providing relief on the skind, But hopes that e
success of the mission during the Famine vears would result in Treland
becoming Protestmn disappeared alter 1850, As conditions on the island
slowly began to improve, thie souls of the iskinders were biterly lought
over by the mission on one side and John MacHale and his supporters
on the other. The Catholic Church. which was reinvigorated in the post-
Famine decades won, as by 1880 the mission was virtually defune.™
Somie Catholic priests were awarce that only biting poverty anade the
poor appear 1o be receptive to the teachings of the missionaries ()n_t'.
pavish priest in Mavo maintaining that ‘it cannot be woudered at i

a starving people be perverted in shoals, especiaily as thev 5o from cabig
to cabin, and when they find the hnmates naked and starved w demwh,

thev profter lood, money and vaument, on the express condition of

becoming members of their conventicle”,” The hattle for the souls of the.

people telt o legacy ol bitterness and mistrust between Iht.‘: 'II!HI'II 1"¢|i-
gions. which outlasted the failure of the potato crop. The actvities f’[ the
proselviizers also cast a shidow on the work done by relief comminees,
on which all denominations had worked peaceably together. Conse-

quenthy, in tolk memory all private philanthrepy — with the exceprion oi

5 5 . g 5 - N .
the Quukers - hecame tnged wih sccusations ot sectotanism.™ Yet. in
attempting to “save’ the Catholic poor. the proselviizers undoubredly
saved dives. it noLsouls, during the Fimine.

The spread ol proselviism intensilied in 1347 with the stoppitze ol

government relief and the tghtening up of provisions governing (:Illi[lt.':
ment. [n September 1847 the nationalist Freeman’s Jowrnad warned thuj
“the stoppage of all government reliet was the signal for a general auack
on the consciences of the poor'. 1t also reported that some of the mission
societies were being financed by the Society of Friends, but it is hoped
without the consent of the Societv'. {eappenled for public funds in order
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to save other orphans or destitute people from lalling into the hands of
the proselytizers. The Freeman’s Jowrnal condemned the pracuce,
describing i as ‘nefarious an-chvistian wickedness”. ™ A Jeter published
in_the Cork Exwminer deseribed the extensive priactice of nroselytizing
through the establishnient of Bible schools as ‘a1 new accompaninient, 1o

famine’. In these schools food was only distributed after five or six hours

of lecturing by a Bible master or nuistress, The writer also pomnted put
te money used to purchase Bibles and o pav the salaries of the teach.-
ers aneant that less money was available w relieve the poor. He blamed
much of the suffering on the role played by both proselvtizers and corn
merchants and asked, ‘what will be done with these two traftickers?
<. Their very niunes should be set forth on the wings of the press as
individuals base and degraded, to an extent unmarched in any other
country cailing itself civilized. ™"

The proselytizing groups regarded the power of the Gatholic Church
over the peasantry as potent. In 1847 the Maderator of the Presbyterian
Assembly warned that “These people arve the blinded and hizoted
children of a fallen church. They hold their errors and cleave 10 their
superstitions with tenacity almost remarkable.” The face thar large num
hers of Catholics were emigrating was also viewed s potennalle daneer-
ous {or the reason that Wherever they go.they carry therr principles
anel habits with them. They are hlled with the spirit of Proselytism, In
Ulster, Scothand, England and America ther are the same as in Munster
and Connaught. Whoever mav change. lrish Ronan Cathiclics never
change. and wherever they have rhe power. they exereise .7 Theolo-

gical objections 10 Roman Catholicisim :1so becanie merged with politcal
concerns. A number of Protestant sroups sugrested that the wim of the
Catholic Church was 10 purge Trelnd of ail Prowstanis, The sealons
Belfust Protestant Jonrnai . i an arncle on “Popish Bloodthirsniness',
expluned that “We have often expressed at as our decided conviction
that Popery possesses at the present moment an equal desire for exter-
mimationand persecuton ... All the hepacritical cunning of the Agirator
(Daniel O'Connell] and the Jesuitical poliey ol the priesthood. will not
restrain the sons of Belial from the perpenstion of their irightiul and
nocturnal orgies.

Smmiiar fewrs were expressed by the Natonal Club. which lad heen
tormed in 1840 and attempied to unite the Protestane people through-
out the Empire. In their address in 1846 thev warned that Protestantism
was i danger in Ireland, where *No people in Europe are so governed
by their priests. whose power was hased on ‘popular superstition,
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popularignorance — this is the power ol the Church of Rome’."> O tje
eve of the General Election in 1847, the paper cautioned that the main

enemy was Popery, 'whereby adl thatis left to us ol our vnce Protestan

constitntion s threatened  with _immediate _extingtion'_and being

replaced ‘upon the ruins of that Protestant state with as emipire based on
Popery’.™ The Dublin Protestant Assodiation and Reformation Segjety

warned jolin Russell in 1847 against establishing diplonatic relauons

with the Pope. saving that they regirded him as 'the very Antichrist foge-
told in Scripure’. ™ But, even within the Established Church, there was

some separiation between Protestants in England and in ireland. An
mcident which received much attention occurred in 1547 when the
Bishup of London refused to appoint an [nshman from the Established
Church as minster ol the Belgiave Chapel. The matter was raised in
parliiment by Lord Monteagle. who wgued that the decision not 1o
appoint Tum was ot ‘on account ol insulficient doctrine, morals. or
tearning, hut his disqualificavon was becatse he wias an Irish clergymen’.
Moveover. Monteagle believed. this action was contiars to the principles
of the ol Lnion

Maire ol the proselvtizing organizations had bases in Belfast, which
wasa predomimantty Protestant town. An kvangelical Adbance was active
mthe town andicwas supported by ministers from the tvo nain Protest-
ant Clowches, The Eard ol Roden who was a prominent Orangeman andd

Member ol Parliament was also an active member,” Muny Belbist evan-

gelivaly viewed the lood shortages ay
work., One ol the main bodies, the Ladjes’ ] TIOHE WY
naughi. had been founded by John Edgar, Professor of Divanity i the
Roval College ob Beifust, By 1849 it had collected €13 006 which was
usedh o ser np industrial schools tn Connaught, which Sdear refer Led o
iy wild Connaueht . The tunds whiclh they rased were Lreely marched
by donations from the Societv of Friends. Thirn VOLINYE WoOImen wele

sent io open the schools and thev, in urn, were supervised by ladies of

Litgh rank and inlluence there'. As the viris worked. the Bible was read

them and cuch day there was some religious teaching or devotigual

exeraises, At the beginning ot 1849 Edgar made an appeal through the

By it Lister for additional tunds. He explained dhat whilse his schools
were prool that Insh people could be improved if well directed. thes
had encormered many ditficulties with the people of Connaught: utier
ignorance ol order. puncaality. manufacire vr manulicuring imple-
ments. . [ving, thievish babits, dark houses unlit tor work, irveculario
ol means ol convesance, ignorance ol the English language - but over
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anel above all, the ui)pnsitiuu. with a few exceptions, of the Romish
priests, of which T could tell strange tales'."™ Another Belfast association
m which women played a principal role was the gl Sogery, B had beey
founded in 1847 for the purpose ol communicating throush the medium
of the Trish anguage the saving truths of the Gospel o the Irish-speaking
population of the country'. Tt also held educatonal imeetines in Belfast

for its supporters, their main objective betng to explain ‘the blasphemous

and anti-scriprural doctrines of the Church of Rome',™

Womenand children were regarded as teruile tirgers tor proselvtzers
especally through the establishment of Bible schools. One of the main
successes ol the Preshyterian missionaries was the comversion ol Michael

Brannuan, a Catholic who was also an Lrish speaker. 1n 1847 he vitak-

lished 12 schools in counties Mavo and Shigo, and by the cid of the
ollowing vear this had grown 1w 28, despite bricstly onbOSLOL ie
claimed that theé’people were no longer alraid of ‘priestly denunciation”,
but that the atendance nmmbers m cach school had fallen because the
Fanine. akas, has driven many of the ~«cholars of our schiools e the

workhouse, where they are deprived of 4 Scriptural educanon’,
The drop inatendimee was due o the fact the Brinsh Reliel Assoc Lation
had been supporting the schools by proviciing each childhwid ahall-poung

of_meal every dav, but thev had closed thenr operations on 15 Aty oss
1548 as their finds were extiusted. Brannisan, in o leter 1o the S
of Uister appealing For financiab <upport, disclosed diat “Mamy were <o
uncharitable as 1o conctuede that ir wos the Tood, and not the Bible, that
the children toved, and that so soon as they were deprived of the one.
they would reject the other’, hut he rebatied such cliims. sas ing that the
children forced into the worklouses “are not happy in that place of
conlinement - they have no Bibles there - no catechisin excen the one
belonging to the Choreh of Rome™ He concluded by chuming that one
cwtofcornweekly would be sutfictent to keep 52 children in avendance
ataschooland thus prevent them from z0ing into u wor khouse, where
“Fhey will then be registered as children of Roman Catholics - be citively
deprived of all Scriptural education, be wramed up i desrading
subjugition to the priest, and habuvated o the sonl-destroying service
of the nass,”™"

Evena number of Protestant philanthropic organizatons which chimerd
to distribute funds to all denominations appeared 10 lavour Protestants
in the distriburion of their charity. although this mav have reflected a
veluctance by Catholics to be associated with charities of another denom.
mation. One example was the Dublin Parochial Association, which was
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Jounded by dergymen from the Establishe i ; ath
the i of giving relief equally throughout the city. However, less than

27 per cent was expended on the relief of ‘Romanists’, rlmt
Catholics formed approximately 80 per cent of the city's_population.”'
Occasionallv. the bias of charitable donors was more obvious, as was
evinced by a dergyman in Exeter in England who annonneed that he
mtended o preach on behalf of “the Prowestan portion of the starving
Bish™ In Bellast, also, in the impoverished but largely Protestant
district of Ballvmacarven, the unemploved weavers were described as
preferving “w cheap loaf, only it it came to them through a Protestin
channel' ™ Nevertheless, some leading Protestants disliked accusations
ol proselvtism. The Anghican Archbishop of Dublin, Archbishop Whatelv,
denounced the existence ol proselvtism buat believed that few of his
ministers were involved.™

The government also appeared not w give support to anv overth
sectirtan orgiizations. This auitude was most evident when Quecn
Victoria visiteed hreland in 1849, The Providence Flome in Dublin asked
the Queen for a0 ol to mark her visit, but this was refused on the
aronnds that she would not supportany charitable institntion which was
exelusivels Progestant.’ Asenath Nicholson, an eccentric but warm-
heated American evangelical Protestant, wrived in freland in 1844
with the olyec ol bringing the Bible to the Irish poor. She returnerd
azan aned oo Ly 1845 established o one-woman veliet operaton in
Dublin. Nichobon disapproved of religions_groups which nsed ihe

bunoer of the Teish poor ag an instriment for conversion. She helieved

tiat sl conversions woald not he permanent, hut would werminate
witen 2ood potsta crops returned. ™ Some of Nicholson's sharpest criti-
aistms sere reserved lor Nangle's mission on Achill Tsland. w el she had
vistted elore the Famine, When she returned at the end ot 1947, she
also crnaized the elficacy ol e relief provided by ehe mission, notng
that the «canry allowanee given to children once a day . and much of teis
had tood. Kepiahem i lingering want, and manvy died at last. She telt
that the men emploved by Nangle toed Tintle berter. as rheir average
wages were onby three or three-and-a-hall pence per dav. Moreavey,
these men had tamilies to support. vet must ork il Saturdas, then o
nine wiles into the colony o procure the Indian meal for the five davs
work " Yet. in spite of her cricisi of varicus prosels iziny acivbes
during the Famine, Nieholson made o clear distincton between the pros-
elvtizers and rhe many Protestant clergy who worked tirelessly 1o Jielp
the POBT W Rout any attempi (o win converts.”™ '
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The threat of proselytism was taken serously by the Catholic Church,
especially in the targeted areas_At the beginning of July 1847 an address
was read in each of the Catholic chapels in the city of Limerick, warning
the poor against ‘an extreme section of fanatics’, who were atemptng
by largesse of old clothes, to convert the benighted people, as they terg
these who do not comne under the spherve of their enlightenment’.”™ In

Seprember 1847 a meeting was held in Balling in County Mave, convened
hy glergy in the surrounding diocese to protest agunst the intensive
systemn of proselytsm in the district.”™ The parish priest in Rooskey in
County Roscommon castigated "Exeter Hail Christianuy’ for making
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who was accused of trying to convert o man on his death-bed who had
already received the last rights from the Catholic priest, lett the mectng
on the grounds that the discussion would be ‘all one side’,

The Catholic bishops were also concerned about [hL‘ spread of pros-
elytism among a delenceless people. When {l ] 3
memorial to Clarendoti in 1847, they protested about ‘the unchrigiin

abuse ol public and privane charities evinced by the wigked sttempts at

Proselytism’. Clarendon, however, refused o commment_on the jssue ™

Even the Pope felt sufficiently worried 1o urge, on a number of gceasjons,

damine and fever the agents of proselytism’, He also suggested that

much of the money raised i England for the relief of desuiution hacl
—— e

been given to [rish parsons, and thus had been ‘perverted by vile fanat

ics into a powerful engine to convert o Protestant the Catholics of this_
country'®!

Fellow Catholics occasionally imposed their own lorm of justice by
ostracizing converts or those who ‘took the soup’. Ina nunber of cases,

the military was deploved w protect the ¢onverts as they aitended Prot-

estant religious services.™ In Newmarket in Connry Cork. o number ol

the Catholic inhabitants set five to o tar harrel and then proceeded

across where they burnt Protestant Bibles and threw them at some of

the houses in the town.™ Bitter disputes took place also in County Kerry.

the Catholic luerarchy in Irelind w resist the works of the proselyizers.

On one occasion he reprimanded the bishops for not protecting their
flocks sulliciently.™ As the Famine progressed, the attempts at prosefvi-

ism intensified and became more organized. In 1848, the yshops mad!'

*afurther protest against proselvising, but again the government tonk ho

acuon, Atthe Synod of Thurles in 1850, proselytizers were condemued,

although a disunction was drawn between Protestauts who supported
the missionaries and those who objected w themn.™ But a number of

where the Anglican Cliarch hud established o Protestant mission in the
siall town of Dingle. The misston proved panticulardy successinl in win-
ning converts within the workhouse where, during 1548, 30 Catholics
converted. But when they lelt the workhouse. they were astracized hy
the local community and sometimes physically sttacked. apparendy
at the instigation of the local parish priest. The Buwwer of Ulster, which
reported this story, described the incident as painting “as repulsive a
picture of f’npnh crucln as ever verrevolted and disgraced the instinets
of human nature’. Inaseparate article, the paper described the acuivities

ot “the skull-cracking practices ofihe Trish priests” who. it wis contended,
used whips or skull crackers in order 10 keep their Hock faithtul™
Attempts 1o proselytize in Kenmare, at ihe other side of County kerrvy,
also resulted in bider divisions within the community and an acrimoni-
ous correspondence hetween the local Catholic priests, Father Sullivan
and Tather Ahern, and the Rev. James Rogers ol the Established Church.
The altercation resulted 10 a public meeting which was atended by over
1500 people. most of whou were Catholic. The mood of the meeting was
tractious: Sullivan describing it as a park a chnrme (hatlefield). Rogers.

Cathelic bishops. mcluding Damel Murray in Dublin and Cornelins
Denvir in Belfast, were criticized oy not having opposed proselyiism
more strenuonsiy,™ Durng the natonal synod of the Catholic Church
i 1350 one of the main opics was the preservation of the Catholic faith.
Inevitably, m view ol the experiences of the previous few vears, Projestapt
proselyiizers were depicted as the main enemy ol the Catholic Chureh
and the svnod encouraged Jesuits and Vineenuan fathers (o establish
their own Catholic tissions.™

Even after good harvests returnesd o Ireland, the work of the proseha-
izers continuee. Atthe beginning of 1849 the Presbyterian Churels i

“Belfast began to advertise tor people who possessed a ‘missionary spirit

and "popular and ucceprable tadents s a preacher’, Those who apreed

work in a misston for one vear would receive £30. but those why agreed

to stav for three years would be puid £100 per annum,”' Qne ot the g
active socleties was the lish Church Missions to_Reman Catholies
founded by the Reverend Alexander Dallas. which operated throwshour

the whole of the United Kingdom but had trgeted Connaughuin he west
of Ireland even betore the Famine. Bv 1854 the Society had established

125 mission statons in lreland. Lis base was in Exeter Hall in London
and mnst of its funding came trom England. The Society provided pros-
elvtizers with a network and organizational structure based iy Fneland.

Their missionaries not onls tareeted the west of the coungey, bur glso
made a concerted eftort to win converts in Dublin.™
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A ninnber of proselytizers also believed that one of the effects ol the
Famme had been to extend the wniluence of Catholicism outside
treland. In 1853, when speaking 1o the Sixth Annual Conference of the

British Ovganization, which had been founded in 1847, John Edgar off

Beltast delivered a paper entitled *Ireland’s Mission Field', in which he
wirned that the "great New World of the West, Glasgow, tidinbureh,
Dundec and the other towns of Scotland are oppressed and deliled by
mereasing swarms of illiterate, prothgate, Trish Romamists’. He stated
that crine had increased in the major cities of Britun as a result of
their arvival and in London the Gire Mission had formed 2 spectil
CIgIzitnonm

Roman heathens ... We have no serpents in our Land but our Romish

our lands. Here are the headquarters of infection from which voes
forth disease more fatal than cholera or plague. Here the reckless
spirits are trained who destrov the peace ol England, Scotland el
Amenicas our Mavnooth produces more priests than Irefand needs

and thus the public funds of Bricun are emploved m raiming agenrs

forddl ningleaders in rebellion and viot m Linds across the sl

By 1851 the mun proseivizing sroups chvmed e they had Wl
35000 converts and they were anxious Lo seeure even anore. Shortls

ltevwards, 100 additional preachers were sent 1o lrelamnd by he Protest-
ant Alliunce.™ This claim of the proselsuzers. mude alter SEX veilts ol
shortiges which had decimated the Catholic peasantry, mevieabl
angered the Catholic hierarchv. The contimuation ol the Protestan

campaign also made them feel valnerable, espeaadly as the Protesiant
churches appeared 1o be forging an ulhance agamst them. 1y the POst-
Famine decades the struggle became even more bitter as various
nstitutions intended 10 look atter the poor. such as workhouses and
orplanages. became battlegrounds. One consequence was rhat religions
divisions deepened concurrently with deepening political divides.
Formembers ol the Catholic Church hierar hy the struggle against
proselytism - real or inagined - became | prioviy, The fear was lso
vellected in the attitudes of bishops in regard 1 issues such as educ aton.
Fhe 1861 census demonstrated thar proselvtisne had imade lew inroads.
but the misirust created during the Fannne vears and immediately alter
wus hard to counteract,

to bring reforming mfluences t bear on the increased inasses of

population, like fiery lving serpents. are spreading over the fce of
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Politics and Religion

he suspicion and antipathy between the churches was also exploited
for politcal reasons. Even belore the Famine, Protesiants were con
cerned that Catholics were being given roo many rights by a misguided
and overly liberal government. In 1538 some Prot 3 aued
thit, s 4 consequence of the Whig/O'Connell alliance, g disproporionarg

number of Catholics was Bemng appointed 1o the judiciary, J A e nt

to il the Trish bendwith Papisis™ The government was accused of
being ‘partisan and anti- Protestaim and having perlormed ‘a hreach of
faith with the Orange party’. ln order to defend the interests of Protesi-
ants within Ireland, it was suzgested that Orange lodges should reorgan-
i7e. The Orange Order needed to organize openly because “In secret
movements, Protestants are no ntanch for Roman Catholic priests.” ™

In 1845 the Grand Orange Lodse was re-established i Ireland and m
the same vear Peel’s sovermmment decided not to renew lesislaton which

had banned poltical parades in 1824, The Lodue believed it was neces-
sary 1o retorm because:

the present disorcanised and e plerable state of Treland can only be
attributed 1o the base polics ol <taesmen who have treacheroush
herraved the trust contided 1o 1hem Protestants, in granting unjus-
Bhable concessions 1o poperamdiahat no atiempl to remedy existin:
evils will be successtul uncil the Romish Fnnncipation Bill, the M

nooth Endovwment Bill and all such measures are enurely repealed.
and the constitution vestored 1o 11 o winal intesriee,”

The tmimediate omcome was o srowth membership ol Orange lodses
and the revival of marches on the moelfth of Julv. The parades hecame
occasions for voicing fears awinss Carholic encroachments and disloval
Pratestints. On the eve of the telids of Jub anniversary in 1846, 1he
Belfast Projestant forwrnal caunoned v because not all Protestant-
supparted the march, the twelfth would be o das of deep humiliaton ',
adding vt “The Protestants o Lebind have losi mich by their own
supmeness, They have folded then oms in cold inditference whilst 1he
enemy has heen mvading then camase sround.”™ The Belfs Orange
lodges weve also warned nor anly eamst connmi Cacholics. bur also
agamst lheral' Protestants.™ The eonlv vears of the Famine. therslore.
voinaded with @ period of incrensine religious and political 1ension
Petween Catholics and Protestants.
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